



Felinfach Community Council
Minutes of Regular Meeting held at Llandefalle Hall
on 
Wednesday 8TH April 2026 at 6.30pm


Present: S.Shepstone, , G.Jones, S.Brown, R.Carrotte, G.Price, A.Owens, R.Williams. C.Morgan. D.Rowlands(Clerk) 

Apologies – None

Absent – None
Declaration of interest –  Cllr Price – Correspondence 3.1
Minutes of last meeting -  MINUTES of the last regular Meeting held on Wednesday 11th  March 2026 were signed as a true account.						____
Resignation of Councillor Sue Brown – The Chairman informed the Council that Councillor Brown tendered her resignation from her role as Councillor for Llanfilo Ward at the start of the meeting, Cllr Brown remained at the meeting but took no part in the proceedings. On behalf of all Councillors, the Chairman expressed gratitude for Councillor Brown's dedicated service for more than 14 years. Electoral Services have been notified, and a Notice of Vacancy will be posted beginning 9 April 2026 for a 14-day period.
										____

Actions – None.									____

2. Planning.

2.1 -  Application 25/1009/FUL – One Planet Development  at Cae Gardd, Maes-y-Bellan, Planning Cabinet’s decision.
Councillor Morgan enquired if he was required to declare an interest and leave the meeting due to an interest in this application , this was not required as Mr Chairman was only reporting on a previously held meeting
Mr Chairman reported on County Councillors Tom Colbert’s “Call-in” meeting, Mr Chairman expressed that decisions on Planning are difficult while being made by individuals that have probably:
· No idea where the development is
· Never been to site
· Take little notice of local knowledge into account.
As long as it objectively meets national requirements, the application will be approved almost with no regard to local knowledge and non-factual information.
Cllr Williams also attended the meeting but took no part. The process was carried out within the planning laws. 20 + conditions were imposed on the Planning application which was approved,  some of which are to be met before the development commences.

Felinfach Community Council will continue to scrutinise proceedings.
											     ____

FYI
2.2 - Application Reference: 26/0316/HH Grid Reference: E:308603 N: 235418
Proposal: Erection of carport, Site Address: Pen Y Wern Upper, 
Llandefalle, Brecon, Powys LD3 0UL – Planning Sub-Committee reviewed plans and resolved that there would be no objection to this application, Clerk has advised Planning department of decision.
											   ____
3 – Correspondence


3.1 - Co-opting New Councillor to the Council for Llanfilo

Cllr Price remained in the meeting but took no part in voting due to declaring an interest.

A vacancy for a Councillor in Llanfilo arose following the resignation of Councillor Pryce and was advertised with a closing date of January 15. Four individuals submitted applications. The Council reviewed all submissions and conducted a vote. The Council resolved to appoint Ms. Sophie Price as Councillor. The Clerk will contact all applicants regarding the outcome.
										   ____

3.2 – Clancy Bevan request to help in Llandefalle Churchyard – Clerk reiterated the request from Ms Bevan to help with maintenance in the Llandefalle Churchyard, Cllr Williams pointed out that the maintenance is already carried out by Matthew Phillips and suggested that the Clerk contact Ms Bevan to clarify what her intentions are.
											   ____

3.3  – Bird Box Count – Clerk updated Council on existing boxes and placement of newly purchased ones, this report goes towards Section 6 report.
											   ____

4 - Reports – 

4.1 - Play Park AGM report – Clerk distributed AGM minutes and End of Year Accounts to all Councillors.									   ____

4.2 - Annual Financial Report 2025-2026 – Clerk distributed Annual Report to all Councillors, there were no recommendations of additions or amendments.
											   ____
						
County Councillor Report – None.                                                                                ____

Finance

6.1 - End of Year Accounts –It was resolved that all Councillors agreed with figures presented
											    ____
Current Account
Statement Date 
1 APRIL 2026
Period Covered 
28 FEB – 1 2026
Previous Balance 								           £10,367.07
Paid In 										        £0.00 
Withdrawn 										£2448.92
New Balance 								              £7918.15 

Payments made:								               £2448.92

One Voice Wales – Training       			                               £42.00
Howard Noble – Bird Boxes				 			   £96.00
One Voice Wales – Membership						 £144.00
Clerk’s expenses									 £391.17 One Voice Wales 					   				     £3.00
Planning Aid Wales			           	  			   £53.00
Card Factory					            			   £13.60
Talgarth & District Regeneration Group					 £100.00 Wales Air Ambulance								 £100.00
Community Heartbeat Trust							 £318.00
Kieron Williams									   £60.00

Transfers
Reserve Account 								         £1056.15
Play Park Account								£   72.00

Income: None
Payments to be made:

D.Rowlands								        £5209.05
Jeff Price									            £18.40
											   _____
Reserve Account
Statement Date 01 APR  2026
Period Covered 
28 FEB – 1 APR 2026
Previous Balance 									 £2983.32
Paid In 										  £1058.48 
Withdrawn 										         £0.00 
New Balance 									 £4041.80

Income: Interest 									        £2.33

Transfer from Current Account 							£1056.15
											   _____
Play Park Account 

Statement Date 01 APR  2026
Period Covered 
03 MAR -  1 APR 2026
Previous Balance 									    £124.27
Paid In (Transfer from Current Account)					       £72.00 
Withdrawn 										         £0.00 
New Balance 									    £196.27
											      _____


6.3 - Play Park Account – Account issues with Santander – The Clerk reported that the Play Park Committee’s bank account is likely to incur a monthly fee of nearly £5.00.
The Clerk recommended utilising the Council Play Park Account with NatWest, which operates under the Council's authority. It was agreed that this approach would be more prudent, and the Clerk will process all payments subsequent to authorisation by the Chairman of the Play Park Committee, Councillor Carrotte.
										    ____

6.4 - External Audit requirements for Basic Audit 2025-2026 – Clerk distributed requirements to Council. Clerk also expressed her frustration with the lack of communication from Audit Wales and not having received the outcome of 2024-2025 audit opinion. Councillor Shepstone noted that this concern was acknowledged during the OVW AGM.
										   ____

6.5– Adjustment to One Voice Membership payment – 
An additional £3 was needed for membership due to an oversight by Tracy Gilmartin (OVW).
											  ____
Point of Interest

Felinfach Book Swap has reopened, cleaned and restocked with books, carried out by Ian Rowlands & Sue Loveday – Clerk informed the Council that although most people remained respectful to the use of the book swap , it was occasionally being used as a dumping ground. 
											  ____

Bird Boxes purchased and erected, Cllr Carrotte taking two for the Trawscoed Area. Balance erected in play park, Felinfach Griffin Garden & Powys County Council Wood adjacent to A470.
											  ____
Zurich Insurance – Clerk brought to the Council ‘s notice that the Council’s insurance policy is up for renewal with a considerable increase in premium. Clerk contacted Zurich to remove the Slide as an asset from the policy as it has been removed from the Play Park, this has reduced the premium to a more acceptable level,  however the figure for all assets have increased by over two thousand pounds, and the plan is to replace the slide with other play equipment which would increase the premium back to original level.
Clerk confirmed that another quotation has been sought after to compare.
											  ____
Chairman’s Business

Report from Planning aid Wales Training – Cllr Shepstone reported that this training was quite a challenge, with difficulties logging on, the format of the session was challenging and the majority of the course being aimed at larger Councils. The attendance reflected the dissatisfaction with ninety participants logging on and an hour into training this had dropped to seventy.
The overwhelming feeling was that it highlighted the gulf between Town Council’s and Community Councils in terms of size and culture and that this training was not necessarily aimed at  small Community Councils, however it was acknowledged that there are many challenges for Councils, Social Media platforms being one with considerable amount of abuse being received from users.
There are plans to double the fees for planning application which would be used to increase the capacity of officers.
											   ____

Date, time & Place of next meeting – Wednesday 13th of May 2026 at 6.30 pm for Regular Meeting, 7.30pm for AGM, to be held at Maes-y-Bellan Chapel.

13/05/2026
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