ANNUAL FINANCE REPORT 2025-2026.
SECTION 5
Section 52 of the 2021 Act requires community councils, as soon as reasonably practicable after the end of each financial year, to prepare and publish an annual report about the council’s priorities, activities, and achievements over the previous year.
Timing of annual reports,  the annual report will be required for the 2025-2026  financial year and will be due for publication as soon as practicable after 1 April 2026
 Information on the organisation of the council
· Councillors – S. Shepstone (Chairman) , R. Carrotte, (Vice- Chairman)  C.Morgan,  J.Pryce(Resigned) G. Jones, G. Price, S. Brown, R. Williams, A. Owens.
· Subcommittees and members  - 
      Finance Committee,  J.Pryce(Resigned)
                                                 G. Jones. S. Shepstone(Chairman) R. Williams. 
      Play Park Committee ( R.Carrotte (Chairman),Maria Moore 
      Dorian Thomas, Ian Rowlands, D.Rowlands, D.McPherson,     
      N.Mcpherson, C.Drew, J.Barnet), Cally Charles.
     Planning  Committee (C.Morgan(Chairman) R.Carrotte, 
     R.Williams, S.Shepstone
· Key contact information –Clerk -  Delyth Rowlands (Telephone 07971160396)
· email – felinfachcommunitycouncil@outlook18.co.uk 
·  Address – Delmar, Felinfach, Brecon, Powys, LD30UE 
  Basic financial information 
· Income (including precept), The income is predominately  generated through the precept from local Government however the two Churchyards( Llandefalle & Llanfilo) do produce income from burials (grave & cremations) and headstones, but this income is not guaranteed, however 2025-2026 has seen an increase of 358%.
· Running costs, spend on local services and activities  
· Main expenditures are:
· Grass cutting in the Churchyards 
· Maintenance of trees within the ward. 
· Annual inspection and rent of the play park.
· Financial support that is given to Llandefalle Hall ,Llanfilo Old School and Maes-y-Bellan Chapel.
Budget expenditure for 2025-2026 was 12,861.00 
Precept requested -  12,000
Expenditure for the year was £10839.02. 
Income  £2,130.00
There are several categories within the budget where the designated amount was not completely used and others where there was an overspend at the end of the year. The Council underspend was £2021.98, Categories coming in under budget were Insurance, Grass cutting, website, Training, 
Defibrillator, Play Park, Churchyard, Tree Maintenance, with Clerks expenses & Donations coming in  slightly over budget. 
· Current Account – The Council has taken steps to secure the continuity of payments by registering for internet Banking. Payments are still processed using cheques, but the majority of payments are now online. The signatories have been updated, which brings the total of registered signatories to four
· The Reserve Account remains in situ as a holding account with the aim for it to be used as an instant access saving account. It was resolved  by Full Council that at the end of the year when expenditure for 2025-2026  has been settled ,the underspend would be transferred to the amount of £1056.15 into the Reserve Account and £72.00 into the Play Park account.
Leaving a contingency balance until the next precept payment  which is due in April 2026

·  Training plan : The Training Plan has been updated in February 2026 , new Councillor Mr Alan Owens has completed his New Councillor training, with Code of Conduct module 9 training to be conducted as a communal training session  with existing Councillors, provided by Powys County Council,  while the  Clerk has completed SLCC & OVW JOINT EVENT.
·   Defibrillator in Llanfilo -  The Council was gifted a new defibrillator by the Community of Llanfilo, although there was no expense to the Council, the Council has insured the new unit, which has been added to the assets register and policy.
     Audit 
The Council  has yet to receive the opinion of the 2024-2025 conducted by  Audit Wales, this has left an unpaid invoice for an unknown amount.
The Clerk has made multiple requests for an update from Audit Wales; however, a response has not yet been received.
The internal audit has continued to be conducted by Ms Zoe Mathias( Manager of Monmouthshire Building Society, Brecon) where no issues have been identified.
This year’s accounts 2025-2026 will see a basic audit carried out  by Audit Wales, 
(Outcome and dates of the latest external audit by the Auditor General for Wales) 
2023-2024    Unqualified         Audit Wales                       26.09.2024
2022-2023   Unqualified         Audit Wales	           18.09.2023
2021-2022    Unqualified        Audit Wales	           03.11.2022
 2020-2021   Unqualified         Audit Wales       	           07.01.2022
2019-2020   Unqualified       Grant Thornton UK LLP      29.10.2020
2018-2019   Unqualified       Grant Thornton UK LLP      16.08.2019
2017-2018   Unqualified       Grant Thornton UK LLP     16.08.2018
2016-2017   Unqualified       Grant Thornton UK LLP     08.09.2017
2015-2016   Unqualified       Grant Thornton UK LLP     18.08.2016
2014-2015   Unqualified       BDO LLP                               20.08.2015
2013-2014   Unqualified       BDO LLP		         17.08.2014
2012-2013   Unqualified       BDO LLP		         26.07.2013
Website – Mr Keiron Williams continues to manage and support the Council with the website, requirements of his services has proven invaluable throughout this year, and  his knowledge has been called upon several times.
  Key Council objectives for the year 

1. During the 2025-2026 financial year, the Council saw the resignation of a long-serving Councillor from the Llanfilo Ward. This departure marks a significant change within the Council, as the individual had provided many years of committed service. The process to appoint a new Councillor is currently underway, and a decision regarding the replacement is expected to be made in April 2026.
2. The grass cutting regime that is conducted by Matthew Phillips has been a success, with this being the fifth year of a five-year contract. This autumn will see the request for contractors to quote for 2027-2031 contract.
3. Section 6 Biodiversity Report – The Council were required to report at the end of 2025 the triannual report of the Council actions taken to combat biodiversity and ecosystems contributing to the Climate Change emergency in Wales. This report can be found on the Felinfach Community Council Website. The Council have purchased a new consignment of Bird Boxes to replace some of the original ones.
Progress against objectives – A resident raised concerns about inadequate lighting at Felinfach Bus Stop. The Council sought community contributions and, with support from Powys County Council, secured funding to install a solar light during the 2026-2027 financial year.

 	Assets and services : The Council are responsible for several assets
Llandefalle Churchyard –  Maintenance & Burial
Llanfilo Churchyard – Maintenance & Burial
Pont-y-Bat Bus Shelter
Felinfach Bus Shelter
Play Park 
Kiosks – All kiosks have been refurbished; they have been repurposed into Book Swaps and Notice Boards.
· Assets and services managed  - The Council do not provide any direct services.
The Council is responsible for running and maintaining the two Churchyard, this involves:
· Managing the sale of burial plots
· Maintenance of the sites including grass cutting refuse collection.

 Future budget requirements and how the priorities will need to be met, - The budget is managed throughout the year with monthly bank reconciliation to compare to bank statements, quarterly statements produced for full Council which measures expenditure to the budget. Annually in December the precept is determined by a finance committee where care is taken to manage the amount requested from Local Government. The Council is in the situation that the only income generated is from the graveyards which is not guaranteed, so it is exceedingly difficult to predict the Councils income, which is why the majority of the funding required come from the precept.
The Council do not keep significant amounts of reserves; donated money makes up the majority of the balance which is ring fenced for whatever it has been donated for. Primarily  the Play Park and this year the solar lighting at the Bus Stop.
End of report for 2025-2026
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