


Felinfach Community Council
Minutes for Annual General Meeting to be held at Maes-y-Bellan Chapel
On Wednesday 13TH May 2026
7.30pm

Register of attendees taken. S.Shepstone, C.Morgan, S.Price, A.Owens, G.Price, R.Williams, G.Jones, D.Rowlands(Clerk)

1 – Apologies – R.Carrotte

2 -  Declaration of interest 
Cllr Morgan – as a trustee of the Maes-y-Bellan Chapel, Agenda Item 7.3
Cllr.Williams– as the President of Llanfilo Old School Committee, Agenda Item 7.3
Cllr Price – as a member of Llandefalle Hall, Agenda Item 7.3
											____
3. - The Minutes of the last meeting held on May 14th May 2025  – were signed  June 2025 at a regular meeting as a true account but reviewed for this meeting.	
											____
ELECT OR CONFIRM CHAIRMAN –  N/A
4.1-  Election of Officers to serve for 2 years (second serving year)
· Chairman – Cllr S.Shepstone
· Vice Chairman – Cllr. R.Carrotte
Confirmation of Chairman for following Committee’s
· Finance  -  Cllr Roger Williams 
· Planning – Cllr Morgan
· Playpark – Cllr Carrotte
All positions remained unchanged 																			___
5 -  Renumeration Payments – Clarification of acceptance or opt-out. All Councillors in attendance made the decision to opt-out of receiving the annual payment for the financial year of 2026-2027
											____
6.1 Internal Auditor's Report and statement of Accounts for 2024-2025- Acceptance of
internal Audit – The Auditor Zoe Mathias, Manager of Monmouthshire Building Society, Brecon has completed an examination of all minutes, receipts, bank statements, and ledgers in compliance with the letter of engagement, Ms Mathias forwarded her finding of the completed audit to the Chairman. Chairman Cllr Steve Shepstone proposed that the internal Auditor's Report and Statement of accounts that had been presented to the Council be accepted. All Cllr's Agreed. Resolved unanimously. 
										____

6.2 External Audit Form and the presentation of accounts and annual governance in the format used on the form for 2025-2026 audit.
The Clerk presented the External Audit Form and the presentation of accounts in the format used in the form to the Council. The annual Governance statement from the external Audit report form, was itemised, discussed, and the statements completed in turn by full council. The Statement was signed by the Chairman and the Clerk.

Clerk gave a report on the External Audit opinion for 2024-2025, a qualified audit was received. Issues arising below:

Assertion 4: The Council has not provided evidence that it calculated its budget requirement in accordance with the Local Government Finance Act 1992 and that the precept has been set in line with the budget. The Act requires the Council to take into account its income and level of reserves when setting its budget requirement. We recommend that the Council sets a budget in accordance with the Act. 
• Assertion 7: The Council’s proper arrangements for making payments require that all payments be approved by the Council. My audit identified that two out of seventeen payments tested do not appear to have been approved in a Council meeting. A further seven payments were made before approval. 
Clerk to respond to Audit Wales regarding the opinion.
____
6.3   Code of Conduct for 2026-2027  distributed to all Councillors. It was resolved that the Code of Conduct had been viewed by all Councillors, accepted and signed by all present.
											____

6. 4      Standing Orders agreement for 2025-2026 -  distributed to all  Councillors. It was resolved that the standing Orders were viewed by all Councillors and were excepted as fit for purpose, signed and dated by all present.
											____
Finance
7.1 - Clerks Salary  - The Council discussed the Clerks salary; It was resolved that an increase of 5.00% would be implemented for 2026-2027 payable in April 2027 in the new financial year.
A yearly increase of £260.45, total payment of £5469.50, Mr Chairman and Committee thanked Clerk for all her work throughout the year. Clerk thanked the Council for their generosity. 																						____								
7.2 - Graveyard Fees – Llandefalle & Llanfilo Churchyard’s – It was resolved that there would be an increase of 5% and rounded up to whole figures for 2026-2027 this was agreed in regular meeting in December 2025 when the budget was adopted, this increase is to be implemented in April 2026, for the financial year of 2026-2027.
Part 1 interments
There sums do not include grave digging charges				
Child under 18 years								no charge
People over 18 years						   	 	£375.00
Cremated remains							   	 £130.00
Part 2 Exclusive Rights of Burial
In perpetuity in a plot 9ft x 4ft					   	 £270.00
(The grave will be a double depth allowing two burials. additional exclusive cremation rights and interments can be agreed at the charges relevant at the time on the burial ) 
In perpetuity for cremated remains in a plot 3ft x 3ft			£130.00
Part 3 Headstones, Wooden Crosses, and Inscriptions
For the right to erect or place on grave where exclusive rights have been granted
Headstone not exceeding 4ft6" in height					£315.00     
Cremated remains Tablet							£135.00     
Plain wooden Cross								£  85.00      
Additional inscriptions after the initial one					£115.00 
____
7.3 -Community Grants - It was agreed that the Council would continue to support the local Community Halls, as they are an asset to the Community. The budgeted amount per hall for 2026-2027 financial year is £330.00 each. This will be reviewed at the finance meeting in December.
											____	
7.4 Financial Regulations – reviewed by Councillor’s, All Councillors have received copies. It was resolved that the Financial Regulations will be adopted for 2026-202.
											____
7.5 Grass cutting contract – fifth year of a five-year contract. The charges are as follows for 2026-2027
Llandefalle Churchyard	£225.00 per cut
Llanfilo Graveyard		£60.00 per cut (increase from £55 last year, per cut)
Tenders for Grass Cutting  contract will be determined in the autumn and finalised in the finance meeting in December 2026.
											____

7.6 – Play Park Account - Clerk distributed accounts to all Councillors, which had been excepted by the Play Park Committee and signed by R.Carrotte (Chairman) Full Council excepted report as a true account.
											____

8 - Annual Report – The Clerk completed the annual report for 2025-2026,  Full Council members have previously received copies of the report, and the Chairman has confirmed its acceptance. The report will be published on the website.
											____
9. Chairman's Report - 
 
The Chairman thanked all Councillors for their support and strong attendance at meetings and also thanked the Clerk for her continued help and support.
The Chairman reflected on a challenging year and noted that, while the Council had faced a wide range of issues, these experiences had strengthened its resilience and improved its ability to deal with complex matters such as planning applications. He also acknowledged the benefit of Cllr Morgan’s many years of experience in this area.
The Chairman had previously asked Councillors to consider whether the Council should do more, do less, begin new activities, or stop any current ones. Although the initial response was limited, discussion concluded that the Council is as proactive as possible within its current resource and facility constraints.
It is hoped that more Councillors will take on responsibility for the increasing volume of legalisation and commitments that the Council is having to deal with from various sectors with several Councillors already taken up the challenge.
A summarisation of the year is that as an organisation the Council has served the Community to be best of its ability.


Meeting closed at 20.18



Meeting Closed at 8.05pm
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